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‘ THE FEINBERG TRAVELING EXHIBIT 

J Many fine Walt Whitman exhibitions, programs, 

and special events have been staged in various 

1 parts of the country since the beginning of 1955, 

; and many more are scheduled or are being planned 
for the remaining months. As anticipated by the 

. leaves of Grass Centennial Committee, the 


traveling exhibits provided through the gen- 
erosity of Charles E. Feinberg of Detroit have 
been resoundingly successful. Each exhibit con- 
sists of fifty photostats of valuable Whitman 
hclographs and related materials (such as 
Emerson’s famous “greeting” letter of 1855) 
enclosed in laminated lucite, each panel 12 by 
22 inches. Sets of these panels are loaned to 
libraries for three weeks, free except for 
shipping c ts. 

In April the Feinberg traveling exhibit was 
displayed at the Alderman Library, University 
of Virginia; San Diego Public Library, San Diego, 
California; Jay Gould Library, University Heights, 
New York University; Trevor Arnett Library, 
Atlanta University; Wellesley College Library; 
Ohio University Library, Athens, Ohio; Lehigh 
University Library; the Pennsylvania State 
University Library; and Southern I)]linois Uni- 
versity Library; Carbondale, Illinois, 

In May: Bowling Green State University Library, 
Bowling Green, Ohio; Augustana College Library, 
Rock Island, Illinois; Central Michigan College 
Library, Mount Pleasant, Michigan; Kenyon 
College Library, Gambier, Ohio; Trinity College 

library, Hartford, Connecticut; Lucy Scribner 
Library, Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, 
New York; Dickinson College Library, Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania; Mount Union College Library, 
Allianc’e, Ohio: Milwaukee Public Library, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; Booth Library, Eastern Illinois State 
College, Charieston, Illinois; Keuka College 
Library, Keuka Park, New York; Allegheny College 
Library, Weadville, Pennsylvania, 


The schedule for June: 


Mr, Magnus K. Kristoffersen 
The Hartford Public Library 
624 Main Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 


JUNE 1955 


St. Paul 2, Minnesota 

Miss Josephine B, Farrington 
St. Louis Public Library 
Olive, 13th and 14th Streets 
St. Louis 3, Missouri 


Miss Kate Coplan 

Enoch Pratt Free Library 

400 Cathedral Street 
Baltimore 1, Maryland 

Mr. Howard W., Webb 

Central Missouri State College 
Warrensburg, Missouri 


Miss Emma Sihler 

Adrian Public Library 

Adrian, Michigan 

Mr. John Saeger 

Oberlin College Library 
Oberlin, Ohio 

Mr. Roland H,. Moody 
Northeastern University Library 
360 Huntington Avenue 

Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Miss Mary E. Lyons 

Assistant Librarian 

The Charles C. Sherrod Library 
East Tennessee State College 
Johnson City, Tennessee 


Mr. Charles E. Butler 

West Virginia University 

Morgantown, West Virginia 

Mrs. Dorothy Nyren 

The S. Cornelia Young Memorial Library 

Peninsula Station 

Daytona Beach, Florida 

The traveling exhibits are fully booked for 
all remaining months except July, August, and 
December. Any library desiring to borrow the 
exhibit during these months should write im- 
mediately to Mr. Charles E. Feinberg, 872 
West Boston Boulevard, Detroit 2, Michigan. 
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Mr. Robert B. Hoag Bo. 
St. Paul Public Library 
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BIRTHPLACE CELEBRATIONS 

Huntington, L.I., the town nearest Walt Whitman's 
birthplace at West Hills, is participating very 
actively in the observance of the Leaves of 


Grass Centennial 
opened with an 
Huntington Hi 

at which Miss Ger 


trude Traubel spoke on “Walt 
Whitman, Pioneer of America” and opened an 
Exhibition in co-operation with the Huntington 
Public Library, On April 28 Supervisor Joseph 
Cermak issued a proclamation of “Whitman Week.” 
During the week of May 1-8 the public schools 
held Whitman programs, and the newspapers and 
radio stations of Long Island co-operated wit 
and special features. 
merchants f 


publicity, interviews 
The Chamber of 


Huntington exhibited posters and Whitman items, 


Commerce and the 


Huntington planned still another annual - 
jay program at the lace on Walt an 
Road, three miles f Huntington, The 
principal speakers besides Cleveland 
Rodgers, President of the Birthplace Assocla- 


Randolph Goodman of 
Walt Whitman, and Nathar 


tion, Dr. 
author of TI, 
Director of 
and Secretary of the 

Committee. The program was held at 
k on Sunday afternoon, May 29. Clarence 


Libraries of Long Island 


f Grass 


two-thirtyv 


H. Maclachlan, one of the trustees of the Birth- 
place served as chairman and supervisor. Cermak, 
greeted the guests. 

Another program to celebrate the publicat lor 


of Leaves of Grass is being planned 
Birthplace, to be held on the afterr 


July 9. 


BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY EXHIBITION 


On June 9 the Brooklyn Public Library will 
open a large and interesting exhibit of Whitman 
material from its own holdings supplemented by 
some unusual items loaned by Charles E, Feinberg, 
who will speak at the opening ceremonies, The 
items from the Feinberg collection throw new 
light on Whitman’s business activities in Brooklyn 
during the early 1850’s. Receipts prove that he 
was buying clothes for his father and family 
and employing workmen to build houses, It would 
seem that the poet was less a carpenter and more 
a substantial contractor than has been supposed. 
The Brooklyn Public Library, at Grand Army 
Plaza, Flatbush Avenue and Prospect Park, can 
be reached by the IRT Subway. A booklet on 
Whitman written by Emory Holloway will be issued 
by the Library as a souvenir. 


WALT WHITMAN PARK 


Only one city block from the spot where Leaves 
of Grass was printed, a new park to be called 
Walt Whitman Park will be opened, 

The New York City Council acted upon Commissioner 
Robert Moses’ recommendation to name the new park 
in front of the new Red Cross Center after 
Brooklyn’s bard, The park which is in the heart 
of Brooklyn’s Civic Center really also marks 


the very center from which many of Whitman's 
activities in Brooklyn radiated. It lies between 
Washington and Adams Streets and is near Tillary 
Street. 

The Brooklyn Leaves of Grass Centennial Com- 
mittee, headed by Admiral Richard L. Conolly 
(retired), President of Long Island University, 
is making plans to hold the dedication ceremony 
around July 4th, approximate date of the publica- 
tion of the first Leaves of Grass. 

The Brooklyn Committee is also preparing an 
18 by 18 inches broadside celebrating Walt Whitman's 
Leaves of Grass in Brooklyn after one hundred 
years, 


WHITMAN WEEK IN CAMDEN 


The April 1955 issue of the Walt Whitman 
Foundation Bulletin contains the following 
announcement: “Camden, New Jersey, source of 
world-famous products such as Esterbrook pens, 
Campbell’s soups, R. C. A. Victor phonographs, 
records and electron microscopes, has awakened 
to Whitman’s fame, Its County Chamber of Com- 
merce has inaugurated a Walt Whitman Week, 
May 29 to June 4, with a special edition of 
its daily newspaper, the Camden Courier-Post, 
and an essay contest among high-school students 
on ‘My visit to Whitman’s Mickle Street home,’ 
the prize to be a week end in New York, in- 

luding a visit to the poet’s birthplace on 


Long Island, courtesy of Knott Hotels, pro- 
prietor of the Walt Whitman Hote] in Camden, 
where many Whitman birth anniversaries have 


been celebrated....” 


This issue of the Bulletin contains sixty- 
eight pages and includes a “Walt Whitman 
Bibliography: 1944-1954,” and articles and 
reviews by RalphB, Allen, Robert E, Spiller, Ralph 
W, Wescott, and Sculley Bradley. It is being sent to 
500 libraries. Extra copies can be obtained for 
$1.00 each, Address Ralph W. Wescott, Secretary 
of the Walt Whitman Foundation, 102 Court House, 
Camien 1, New Jersey. 

The Centennial Observance Committee in Camden 
Richard A, Van Nostrand, chairman 
George Strawbridge, Miss Jane A, Stretch, Ralph 
W. Wescott, Dr. A. L. Bean, Dr. Leon N, Neulen, 
Frederick J. Scholz, Maurice L, Platt, J. Dudley 
Hill, E. G. Bowman, Julius Haber, Dr. E. Wallis 
McKendree, and Dr. Ralph B. Allen, 


includes 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY 


University of Penn- 
pened anexhibition on May 9, to continue 
through June 9, 1955, commemorating the one 
hundredth anniversary of the publication of Leaves 
of Grass. The announcement contains an informative 
essay on “Walt Whitman and Anne Gilchrist” by 
Sculley Bradley and reproduces in facsimile 
Whitman’s famous reply, dated November 3, 1871, 
to Mrs. Gilchrist’s proposal. Thirty-three of 
Whitman’s letters to Mrs. Gilchrist are in the 
University of Pennsylvania Library and can be 
seen in the exhibition. 
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HURTINGTON LIBRARY EXHIBITION 


Qn May 10 the Huntington Library of San Marino, 
California, placed on exhibition its outstanding 
collection of Walt Whitman manuscripts and first 
editions, the largest collection of Whitmaniana 
in the West. This great exhibition will remain 
on view throughout the summer of 1955. The 
following description has been received from 
the Huntington Library. 

“Place of honor in the exhibit is given to 
the slender little volume of twelve poems that 
first appeared on or about July 4, 1855. This 
was the first edition of Leaves of Grass. Some 
of the type for this now treasured volume was 
set by Whitman himself. Only about a thousand 
copies were printed. The author’s namedoes not 
appear on the title page. 

“Throughout the years, Walt Whitman added new 
groups of poems to the original twelve, eacn 
time publishing the whole as a new edition, 
until at the time of his death in 1892 Leaves 
of Grass contained about four hundred poems, 
Of the nine editions published during Whitman’s 
lifetime, the Huntington Library has seven, 

“Drafts of several of the poems in Leaves 
of Grass are exhibited in the hand of the 
poet himself. From these odd-sized sheets of 
paper, covered with the bold, vigorous writing 
of Whitman, often crossed out and interlined 
with revisions, and sometimes containing in- 
structions to the printer, the visitor to the 
exhibition will see how meticulously one of 
America’s greatest poets worked, searching 
for exactly the right word, and indicating to 
the printer the punctuation desired. 

“Of touching human interest is the tiny 
yellow-covered notebook that Whitman kept 
when he visited the wounded in hospital wards 
during the Civil War. Typical of the scribbled 
pencil notes are such as: ‘He has been out two 
years and a good soldier—he was very fond of 
his mother,’ ‘Henry D. Boardman from Northford, 
Conn, Gave him a rice-pudding,’ and ‘take some 
jelly to Ward B.’ 

“Letters in Whitman’s handwriting in the 
exhibit cover a variety of subjects, froma 
description of the introduction of a sewing 
machine into the home of Henry Ward Beecher 
in 1857 to Whitman’s plans for a new edition 
of Leaves of Grass. A letter to his good friend 
John Burroughs tells of the death of Emerson, 
who had been the first to praise Leaves of Grass. 
Whitman hopes his health will permit his at- 
tending the services.” 


WEW PUBLICATIONS 


Since the publication of the March issue of 
the Walt Whitmwan Newsletter the following 
items have appeared: 


Allen, Gay Wilson (Editor), Walt Whitman Abroad: 
Critical Essays from Germany, France, Scan- 
dinavia, Russia, Italy, Spain and Latin 
America, Israel, Japan, and India. Syracuse 
University Press, 


1955. 290 pp. $4.00. 


Allen, Gay Wilson, and Davis, Charles T. 
tors), Walt Whitman’s Poems: Selections with 


Critical Aids. 


1955. 280 pp. $3.75. 
Chase, Richard, Walt Whitman Reconsidered. New 


York: William Sloane Associates, 


191 pp. $3.75. 
The author defines this book as “an essay 


in ‘appreciation,’ 


of a 


(Edi- 


New York University Press,, 


Inc., 1955. 


cultural-historical 


sort.” One chapter appeared in Leaves of 
Grass One Hundred Years After, edited by 


Milton Hindus, 


Stanfo 


rd University Press 


(listed in the March Walt Whiteman Newsletter). 


Dion-Levesque, R.. 


“Le Centenaire de Brins 


d’Herbe de Walt Whitman,” La Patrie (Montreal 
Canada), Dimanche, 13 mars 1955. A full-page 
biographical and critical article by the 
Canadian translator of Leaves of Grass into 
French, published in Montreal in 1953. 


Nocturne: Literary and Art Magazine, Brooklyn 
College School of General Studies, Spring 
1955. A special Whitman number edited by David 
Boroff, with contributions by Whitman scholars 
and critics. A poem to Whitman written by 
William Dean Howells is here printed for the 


first time, 


Sillen, Samuel (Editor), Walt Whitman, Poet of 
American Democracy: Selections fromhis Poetry 
and Prose. New York: Internationa] Publishers, 


1955. 


176 pp. $2.50. 


The Walt Whitman Foundation Bulletin: A special 
number commemorating the centenary of the 
first edition of Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, 


Vol. VIII, 


Whitman bibliography, 


No. 2, April 


1955, 68 pp. $1.00. 


1944-1955; articles and 


reviews by Ralph B. Allen, Robert E, Spiller, 
Ralph W. Wescott. 


Walt Whitman, Man, Poet, Philosopher: Three 
lectures presented under the auspices of the 
Gertrude Clark, Whittel] Poetry and Literature 


Fund. “The 


Man,” 


by Gay Wilson Allen, “The 


Poet,” by Mark Van Doren, “The Philosopher,” 


by David Daiches. 
Library of Congress. 53 pp. 


Washington, D.C.: The 


(Order from The 


Superintendent of Documents, United States Gov- 
ernment Print ing Office, Washington 25, D.C. ) 


Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass: ACentenary 
Exhibition from the Lion Whitman Collection 
and the Berg Collection of the New York Pub- 
lic Library. New York: The New York Public 


Library, 


1955. 46 pp. 


($1.00. ) Interest ing 


and valuable bibliographical descriptions of 
rare Whitman editions and manuscripts. 


What’s A Poet Good For? Let’s Take Walt Whitman, 
Text by Louis Redmond; illustrat ion by William 
A. Smith. Winter Park, Florida: The Angel 
Alley Press. 4 pp. 


Forthcoming: 


Whitman Manuscripts, edited by Predson Bowers, 
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University of Chicago Press—to be published 
July 4, 1955. 324 pp. $12.50. 

This important book was described inthe 
March Newsletter. 


The June 27 issue of Life magazine will contain 
a long illustrated article on Whitman and 
Leaves of Grass. 


The July 3issue of The New York Times Book 
Review will feature a front page article on 
Whitman by Waldo Frank. 


LIU LIBRARY BROCHURE 


Long Island University’s special centennial 
issue of its handsome Library Leaves appeared 
in May. Carrying four short articles on Whitman, 
with illustrations and bibliography, the brocnure 
is available without charge. Address inquiries 
to the Library, Long Island University, Brooklyn 
1, New York. 


BON ECHO ROCK 


From Mr. Merrill Denison comes word that plans 
are being made for an elaborate rededication 
ceremony on June 29 of Bon Echo Rock, a 350-foot 
cliff on Lake Mazinaw, inEastern Ontario, Canada, 
where Horace Traubel died in 1920. Among those 
taking part in the ceremonies in honor of Traubel 
and the 100th anniversary of Leaves of Grass 
will be the Canadian Authors’ Association, the 
Grolier Society of Canada, and British and 
American admirers of Whitman, The event is to 
be covered by the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, the National Film-Board, and local radio 
stations, Week End, a Canadian magazine similar 
to This Week in the United States, will carry 
a feature story. 


NOTES ON RECENT OBSERVANCES 


Qn April 14 and 15 a two-day program of Whitman 
lectures was held at Duke University. Mr. Malcolm 


Cowley and Professors Floyd Stovall and Gay Wilson 
Allen gave addresses, and Professor Clarence 


Gohdes gave an illustrated lecture on manuscripts 
and editions in the Trent Collection, one of 
the two or three richest collections of Whitman 
materials, which was on exhibition. 

“The Religion of Walt Whitman” was the topic 
of a sermon by the Rev. John H. Hershey in the 
First Congregational Parish (Unitarian) in Easton, 
Mass. on Sunday, April 24, in commemoration of 
the hundredth anniversary of Leaves of Grass, 

On May 5 “A Walt Whitman Recital” given at New 
York University in Vanderbilt Hall featured choral 
reading under the direction of Professor Volney 
Hampton, Whitman music composed by George 
Kleinsinger and Philip James and directed by 
Dr. Fredric Kurzweil, and readings and talks by 
Professors Charles Davis, T. C. Pollock, Oscar 
Cargill, and G. W. Allen. Professor Kar] 
Holzknecht presided. 


Also on May 5 the Packer Collegiate Institute 
of Brooklyn, New York gave a program commemorating 
the Centennial of Leaves of Grass. 


On May 9 Dr. Louis Wann gave a talk on Whitman 
before the “65 Club” at the University of Southern 
California, where a display of Whitman editions 
is on view in the Doheny Memorial Library during 
the month of May, 


The friends of the Library at Brown University 
sponsored a lecture by Professor G. W. Allen on 
May 9. The Library is holding a Whitman exhibition 
during May, drawing on the wealth of the Harris 
Collection. 

Throughout March and April many radio program 
in various American cities observed the Centen- 
nial. The Newsletter will list future programs 
if the dates are received in time. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The fourth issue of The Walt Whitman Newsletter 
is planned for midautumn, probably early Novem- 
ber. The editor will be in Japan most of the 
Summer, but contributions and iniormation 
addressed to him in care of New York University 
Press will be held until his return about 
September 15, 1955. 

Both the American Literature Group of the 
Modern Language Association and the National 
Council of Teachers of English will hold Whit- 
man programs. The speakers and their topics 
will be ~nnounced in the next issue of the 
Newsletter. The NCTE will meet in the Hotel 
Roosevelt, New York, November 25; the MLA 
immediately after Christmas. 
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